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M.P)S

We used to think him pretly important
when he firsl showed up in the base port
fown wiil his brand new M. band on his
sloove and his lordly way of locking up
even the iop sergeant if the top sergeant
gol druuk.

Yot he seemed even more important up
on ihe edge of Dellean Woods, when he
appeared 1o suspect. every one in American
nniform of being a German spy and when
his brow was furrowed from his anxiely
Jesi a caur, carrving s Jol of perfectly good
colonels, shonld take the wrong {urning
and drive inmocently into Germany.

But in Argonne, in the course of sueh a
michiy drive as ihe Americans launched
there in Inte Seplember, when the wholg
sueeess of the theest ean be measured and
moditied by the speed with which the
guns, ammunition and raiions are pushed
along after the doughboys, when o road
fie-up can strangle a whole hattalion, then
does the MU to his full =tature, his
fizrure fowering nbove the shug-
e of iraflie, the effeet of his
~for beiter or for worse—iell from
oue end of the hattlefield 10 the other

“Iav the gawme, bes. Obey the M.P.
& runs the new gapel of the highway,
now mailed on many o free and pole in
Argonne.

Plav the game, M.Ps Granted a fore-
sighied, well-ordered traffic schieme to be-
min with, then. i your hands, rest many
priceless American lives. On the fullpess
and v of your memory, on the
swifl of vour decizions, on the square-
Ness oE Your jau hove ull. on the square-
ness of vour jaw——ibe battle may depend.
Play the game, MV s

i

AMERICA

When, in 1910, Frank
Vilna, Russin,  stepped
Ishand, New York, immigration oflicials
were in some doubt about leiting him and
his er in. They might have been sent
hack 1o Vilna had not Frank’s uncle ar-
rived on the seene with proof that he was
able Lo eare for them and borne them ofl o
their new home in Shenandoab, Penusyl-
vania.

When, in April, 1917, America went to
war, Prank Savieki went, loo, and not long

Savicki, Iale of
shove af Bllis

after.

e embaliled monihs went by, Chatean-
Thierry was Jost and won, and Frank
vieki, late of Shenandoah, Pennsylvania,
was a prisoner in German hands,

Followed TG days of brutal captivity,
and at the end of the 76, a thoroughly wet
figure in remuants of olive drab climbed
ont of the waters of a little half-German
stream and set foot on the dry and hospi-
table ground of Switzerland,

1t was not Frank Savieki, the Russion
Pole. It was Frank Savicki, the Arserican.

PRICES

The Yankee soldier has found that there
are two kinds of storekeepers in France.
You will find the same two kinds in
America.

There is the salesman of the type that a
comedian impersonated al a cerlain French
theater which is plaving to almost exclu-
sively American audiences. The jokesmith
goes ino the selling game on the stage, and
exhibits three price tags—iwo francs fifty
for the Frenel; five {raues for the English,
and ten franes for the Americans. The
witticism provokes much laughter and ap-
planse among ihe American spectators.

Then there is the kind that is repre<|
sented by a certain French stationer. An
American soldier went in 1o buy some
envelopes. Al goods were clearly marked.
He chose a package of 24 envclopes beax-
ing a tag inscribed “¥5 centimes.” Quile
sure that here, at least, there conld be nod
price-hoosiing, he handed the saleswoman
the required ameunt. She relurned 25
imes as she gave him his package.

50 centimes to mililaires,” she
SELF-MADE HEROES
Newspapers  throughout  the  United

States printed nol long ago on their front
pages a story, originating in an Ohio city,
describing how one of thar city’s nalive
sons—a licutenant who had been a Prince-
ton football star—had saved ihe lives of
General Pershing and Marshals faig and
Foch.

He had been guiding the distinguished
Jeaders across a baitlefield when he heard a
shell coming. In true Dick Merriwell style
he had lified his bolo knife—we never
heard that licutenants carricd bolo kmives
—and used it as a bat, deflecting the shell
so that it exploded at 2 harmless distance.
He had reccived highest decorations from
three nalions. It was all true, beause the
lientenant had written about it in a leiter.

Tater, of course, another story was
printed. The licutenant had cabled a hur-

ricd denial, saying, “I thought you would-

know it was all a joke” .
Papers back home more recently printed

a letter from aunother licutenant—an air-

man—who deseribed how he had changed

family circulation. Camouflaged romances
usually have kick-backs. Stick {o the truth.
- A ————————————

THE Q.M

Tempus fugit. Also, ihe world goes
around.

Which sage observations signifly remi-
piscence and thought. It was—lel’s see—
it was~in August, 1917. ’

We had approached the supply sergeant
about the little watter of a shoestring.
Didp’t we know ‘that shoesirings could be
issned only on the afternoon of the second
Thursday of-an odd month when the moon
happened to be in the last quarter and the
Q.M. sergeant at the nearest dopol wasn’t
suffering from writer's cramp afler adding
the 27th Indorsement to the letier of the
supply sergeant of Aug. 8, 1901, re soap?
We went off to hunt a picce of iwine and
speculate on what would happen to this
war if the Q.M. Sgt. bappened to got -writ-
er’s cramp right in the middle of it.

Pempus has fugited 14 months. The
world has gone around 400-0dd times—and
the Q)L department talks of business
methods and efficieney and declares thal
it has a lot to learn from the commercial
system of private enterprise which enabled
4 5, 10 and 15 cent store propriclor to
build the tallest office building in the
world. In conveniion assembled, iis heads
denounce red tape and proclaim them-
selves the servants of the rest of the Army.

Looking back, it scems that events have
moved faster than tempus and the world.
In 14 months the A.E.F. has passed from
infancy to adolescence, America has landed
nearly” 2,000,000 men in Europe and the
Q.M. Corps is supplying them. And some
time, in the tush of happenings of ihe
eveniful spring and summer of 1918—we
a’t just fix the exact time—the fretful
doughboy stopped eriticizing the QM. It
was largely beeause the QM. was giving
him good service and he didw’t find any-
thing to complain about.

Eflicieney. we should say, is already a
penlization in the Q. M. Corps, and the
formal burving of red tape at ihe depot
QM5 meeting a week or Lwo ago was
just a helated requiem.

THE CASUAL

Here he comes and there he goes, the
rolling stone of the Army, the best exsample
extant of the guy thal needs a friend.

From the hospital, from D.S., from the
training camp, from nowhere in particular

hie wrrles by, his pack, his wardrobe,
evervthing {hat he possesses in this war

with him, Rations in kind and transpor-
tation, third class, have douwe their worst.
e sirikes a straw o which, perforce, he
clings for a moment—a hoard which exs
amines him and questions him, sorts him
and grades him, decides his Tuture for bet-
ter or for worse. And then on again to——
where? ’
From somewhere, going somewhere, with
only 2 boot and a shove 1o help him on his
dreary way.
What, without asking,
Aud, without asking, Whither hurried hence!
b, many a cup of this forbidden wine
Must drown the memory of that iusolence.

hither, hurried Whenee?

DRESS U’ THAT LINE

Find a map—sthe larger the seale, the
better will it serve the purpose—and trace
out on il the tw L wigragyy, raggetty
line that represcuts the boundary between
Belginm and Holland. It resembles a
sireak of lightning thau didn't work the
first time, was wsed once or twice more,
and butied inte a picce of hardtack on the
fourth {ry and collapsed.

Along that malformed geometrical spec-
imen the extreme right wing of the Ger-
man war bird—the extreme right pin
feathers on the exireme right wing, in fact
—is trying feebly fo flap to a standstill
Not.Jong since that extreme right, and the
exireme Allied left, resled among the
dunes that front ihe North Sea at Nieu-
port.

The German right and the Allied lelt
are not resting now. They are moving in
the same direction, bui it is not hard to
imagine which of them has the bigger job.

e last man on the German right, at
the end of a warped line that draggles
away until it hits the Swiss frontier hun-
dreds of kilomelers away, is the busiest
right guide that history ever had.

DR. DONEY
The following is taken from
Evening Telegram of Poriland, Ore.:
Strong sentiments against  fhe distribution

the

IFrance were expressed last night by Dr. Carl
Doney, president of Willamette University, who
upoke before the congregation of Ceutenary Meth-
odist Church on “What I Saw in Framee.” Dr.
Toney. who has just returned from six months
£ Y.M.C.A. work which took him within three
miles of the German trenches, declared that if
he had charge of the Ited Cross be would not
allow ﬁhiymenls of tohacco to American {roops
and would forbid the sale of it in Y huts.

Ir. Doney pointed out that this is the first war
where the best women have followed the fizhters
from ecamp to eamp in the eapacity of Y. W.C.A.,
Ited Cross or Salvation Army workers. 1le urged
Ameries to clean up morally and adopt national
prohibition before the troops returs, .

“¥rance mi her chance when she failed to
enagt prohibition right after the war broke out.
and the United States should profit by her les-
son,” said the speaker.

Anybody got a light?

om————————

PHYSICALLY UNFIT

Men who would not ordinarily be ae-
cepted for overscas duty are to be brought
to France by tens of thousands to do their
share of the gigantie tasks of the S,0.8.

Men aceepted in-recent draft contingents
have been graded into various groups of
fitness, and oue group is marked “Limited
Scrviee” .

Men  handicapped by slight defeets
which in other days were suflicient to bar
them from service are having those defects
skilfully and permauently remedied.

. Men disabled at the front are reclassified
and assigned to work which their disabili-
ties will not prevent them’ from perform-
ing,

He is & preity seriously crippled person,
mentally or physically, these days who can-

not be of some service to his country.

Not,

of tobacco amongst the American soldiers iny

"That leads to Montfaucon?”

“Phe road, sir, black with mules and carts
And brown with men a-marching on-—
The Itomagoe woods that lie beyond

Phe ruined heights of Montfaucon— .

“North .over reclaimed No Msn’s land,
The martyred roadway leads,

Quick with forward moving hosts

And quick with valisnt deeds
Avenging Itheims, Liége, and Lille, -
And outraged gods and creeds.

“Phere Jies the rond from’ Avocourt

That leads to Montfaucon

Past spiper and machine gun nests, 4
By steel ands thermite cleansed, ~They're gone—
And there_in thund'rous eclielon

Che ruined heights of Moutfancon.”

HAROLD RIEZELMAN, 1st Lt, C.W.S,

IF 1 WERE A COOTIE

1f I were 2 cootie (pro-Ally, of course),
d hic me away on a P m-hound horse,
r {the war-maddened

And 1'd seek out the Kaise
Cusg),

And T'd be a bum cootie if I didn't muss

1iis 1mperial bide from his head to biy toe!

He might hide from.the bombs, but I'd give bim
no show! - )

1f 1 were a cootie, I'd deem it my duty

To thus treat the Kaiser,

b, oui!

.

And after I’d thoroughly covered Bill’s area,

I'd hasten away to the Irince of Bavaria,

And ¢bew him a round or two—under
ANden-—

‘Phen _pack up my things and set out for old

the

Hinden,

(Ot iindy’s the guy always talking ‘bout
strafing)

To think
laughing !

1f 1 were a cootie, 1'd deem it _my duty

‘To thus treat the }:rince ang old Hindy,

, oui!

T'd ncer get fed up on Imperisl gore—

1 might rest for a while, but 1°'d go back for
more,

1'd «pend a few days with that Austrian crew,

And voung Carl himself I'd put down for a

el

hew,
There'd be no meatless dayy for this cootie, I

W,
They'd all wet one jolly good strafing or so..
For if T were a_cootie, I'd deem it my duty
o thus trest their damships,
“Ah, oui!
Sgt. A. P. BOWEN, R.T.O.

NO GREATER LOVE
all the saints lived in the distant pasty
Not all Go ieroes died in bygone ages
el duy those deeds of old are far surpassed
By vnlorous feats inscribed on history’s page.

‘e Lord of all has said: “No greater love
Hath any man than this.” He risked his life
f'o save hix friend; and angel choirs above
Iinrst into song when lie passed through the

strife,
Lt. Chaplain TIIOMAS I". COARLEY.

THE ETERNAL QUESTION

1 ain’t much worried ‘bout them Boche,
An’ worry less about them Wurks.
Au’ i Austrians ain’t a-<doin’ much,

A-judgin’® by their works.

i ’low from readin' papers,
Seein’ what them rulers say,

That they're geitin’ tired o’ fightin’
An' we'll all have peace some day,

An' I ain't a-feclin' sorry,
*Cause I've lost a blame good pali
An’ my heart ain't had po ¢rackin’
Jus' beeause o' some durn gal.

Au® tly ole high cost o' livin’
Nover troubles me no more;
An’ 1 aip't begun € worry
"Bout some job ot th' close o' war.

But they is one pesky question
That is always puzzalin’ me,
Ar’ they ain’t no use in tryin’—

I kaint make it leave me be—

An' i} dogpone cause o trouble

That is bringin’ all this wail

Pon’t take very long in statin’—

Where in_hell is all onr mail?
Cpl. VANCE C. CRISS, Engrs.

TO JIMMY

Jinuuy, pal, you're gone away,

An' it never seems like day, )

"Tho' the sun shines bright as burnished gold;
We were bunkies, we were buds,

An’ the heart within me floods

\Wien 1 think of you a-lyin’ stiff an' cold.

Rut. old scout, you did your part,
A’ uo braver, stronger heart
Tiver heat benemih an O.D. flannel shirts
In your mind, the thought of right;
In vour body, strenggh to fight:
Au’dyou‘ve hallowdd one small plot of France's
irt. .

ut vour mother—yes, I know—
Why, of course, she loved you, bo,
And she smiled the day you bade them all
roodbye; .
You were a}l she had to give,
Buot that Liberty might live R
She sent you—and the pride shone in her eye.

She will miss you, Jimmy, boy,
Tife won't scem so full of Joy, .
An' the days will drag, an' nights will never

end.
1ut you did all map can do:
You were hrave an’ yon were frue;
She'll still be giad she_had o son to send.
Pvi. B. M. FOSTER.

THE ARTILLERY SCHOOL OF FIRE

e school is ended with great celat,
And the students mnerrily laugh and sing,
But I'm not as one with the happy throng,
For I've found that 1 don’t kuow a gol-dern
thing.

I've chased Omega and Lambda ’round,
And 1 had a time with angle Phi,
Bui 1 never quite caught up with bim,
So all worn ont 1 just sit and sigh.

I chased all over the blamed terrain .
And followed the line they eall old “X7;

P've rulued my eyes on the frantie search
Tor targets that merrily play 1 spy.’

So the school is over and I am done,
And ruined as fiat a8 a eake T know;
The next thing will be a quiet spot
And a lovely brassard with “R7.0.7 .
JULES W. KING, 2nd Lt F.A.

LINES TO FATHER TIME

and fron and fuel and steam,
asure in constnt schemes;
and aeroplane,
ip them all with a single dream—
wink and a nod and I'm home again.

1~
A
1 mock your fight and ity swift advance:
Though von show-the rond in a merry dance
As hand ip band, evel on we roam
Through the davlit fields and the hills of Franee,
With night I'm back-—and the folks are home!
ARTIIUR MORRIS, ALF.

. AU REVOIR
“Goodbye, old boy, till we meet sgain.'
So rings our wish to friends that go—
May their path on the ocean of life be caim,
And mid darkoness of night, may beacon stars

glow.
“Ggodbye, oodbye,” 'tis all we sn?'.
Yet the heart in its silence will often speak

most §
And our mute farewell, a prayer is,
‘Fhat their bark may steer safe of & rock-
bound comst.

A thousand friends we greet each day,
With but a_bandclasp and a emile;
In haster we chat of health, of home,
For we know they tarry but a while.
And soon will come another call
To duty’s lines—'tis. nothing new,
And once again resound the wordg-—
“Goodbye, old boy—good luck to you.”

And in this play of life‘s_{:rim strife,
While tarrying here, till comes my turn,
1 ask no greater boon than thig—
That in my breast fore’er may burn
The light of friendship, warm, sincere,
That when they go, from me may -flow,
That sad sweet partiog phrase of chesr—

“Gooibye, old bey, good luck to vou.”
e 08 T3 & ¥k gumo.

wihat ['d do fo that bird sets me !

A affections,

7 -
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To the Editor of THIE STARS AND STRIPES:
“I{e was in a safe place as commissary ser-
geant, two miles from the field of battle. His
duty was to guard the rations until called
for. Soldiers fight far better on full than
empty stomachs, and o thought this practical
commissary sergeant. After evening fell, two
mule wagons loaded with food and hot coffee
were going under heavy fire from the enemy
straight for the boys at the front, and the
driver of the first wagon-—and the one which
got through—was Sergeant McKinley.”

This is.not a citation for a D.S.C, for some
daring exploit at St. Mihiel, but is the simple
performance of duty on the field at Antietom
by William McKinley, who has left so honor-
able & name in our history. The account, by
Chauncey Depew,. reads further:

“Qur army was retreating down the Valley
of Virginia. Brigade after brigade of ex-
hausted troops passed a battery of four guns
which had been abandoned in the road. ‘The
poys will hold them,' said McKinley, and, re-
sponding to his enthusi and e le, his
comrades did. .
“}e was the staff officer selected to carry
an order to a regiment in a perilous position
to join the main column, It was believed
that no one could ride across the enemy’s
front and reach his destination alive. The
gallant major never hesitated, but qufcﬂy and
quickly obeyed orders and saved the regi-
ment.”

Do not these exiracts show that the basic
problem of our Civil War, as of the world
war today, was a problem of stamina in the
individual soldier, of that personal valor
which arises not from recklessness, but from
sincerity and carnesiness of purpose? Let it
not be said that the war in which we are en-
gaged is one of machinery, of the scientific
siaughter of men; for these are not essentlal
differences from previous confiicts, but only
differences in degree. -
Still {3 needed, apd still will prevail over
the most ingeniously diabolical machinery of
the cnemy, the spirit of McKinley and those
other great Americans whose character was
formed in the bitter struggles and sacrifices
of their day. The power of a machine, how-
aver great, is limited by physical laws; but
the power of 2 man has no limits, resting as
it does npon psychological bases—his spiritual
equipment, his integrity and strength of pur-
pose, his capacity for sentiment and human
factors which circumstance may
magnify indefinitely. The depth of the soul
has never been sounded.

The experiences through which we are to
go will develop the best that is in us and burn

1

away tho dross, Wo are geing .to learn the
lesson. of ‘brotherly love as we face death
alongside our comrades, -And the reward
shining always before us will be a sensible
gain in appreciation for thé real, lasting
values of life; a realization of those stermer,
finer qualities which come as the baccalaure-
ate to all who pass through this hard school-
ing.

Such were the qualities manifested by those
Americans whose names we love to honor, the
“Boys of '61,” who, resolutely facing the grim
requirements of duly, became thereby the
men of ‘65 and the dominant figures in the
national life for a generation to come. They
proved that martial valor, when gerving a
just cause, is the inspiration and companion
of those human attributes most to.be admired.
In gaining the affection and trust .of their
countrymen, ihey received tion

the waiter that the café had been closed to
all Américans oxcept commissioned officers,

Tiis incident has aroused quite a -little
discussion among -the enlisted men of this
Jocality,“some claiming there is a General
Order out to the effect that no public place
such as a restaurani or café can be open to
officers o the exclusion of ‘enlisted men, this
outside of the fact that we are missing our
good beer-——the best in fown.

In regard to the General Order, there is
quite a lot of momey involved in it, and I
would be thankful if you would let me know
whether or not it exists: .

Cpl. M. A. McNuLra, Engrs,

[There is no General Order on this subject.
As far as tbe Army is concerumed, this is 2
matter for the: post commandant to deter-
mine. It is not clear from the letter whether
this rale was made by the proprietors of the
café, the French ecivil authorities, or the
post commandant.—Ep1roR.] °

. HE WANTS ACTION

To the Editor of THE STARS AND STRIPES:
“ I am a steady customer of THE STARS
AND STRIPES, and I like to read it, but as
1 was reading it through I ran acress a piece
about a man wanting to be transferred to the
Infantiry, and he sald it seems he can't get
a chance, and wants to know why, and there
has been a lot of bowling about it. :

Well, 1 agree with that man, and here is
another howl, and I think that a howl is
needed, and this Is the reason, especially in
my case. First, I am an Infantryman and well
onto the game, gave up my home to fight and
soldier, I am an ex-Marine, and also a dough-
boy, but 1 am here in the Engineers, now, and
we are in France, but I might as well be In
the States, for I wouldn't be a bit closer to
the {ront. .

Seceond, I have ro trade. Why not classify
the men of the — Regiment,T.C.? I am sure
there are men who are not mechanics and
are only taking the place of real mechanics
who are at the front. So I don’t think that
is right. . .

Third, I have already heard a few of us
called embusques, that we are afraid of the
front, and that we can never shoot a Hun
here, and that the boys at the front have the
advantage of becoming thoughtful men, and
receiving. D.S.C.’s. So get hep, and give us
men in the 8.0.8. railway work a chance, and
iet us change places, or Hlace men here who
pave heen up and. wounded, and are unfit for
the front. Give us a chance, and take an in-
terest.in my plea. Please publish this, "

Josepyi HUTTER,
Co. M, — Regt., Engineers, T.C.

. OUR AVIATION

To the Tditor of THE STARS AND STRIPES:
1f you read the Literary Digest and many
oiher of our leading American wecklies you
will notice that they are still guilty of print-
ing highly colored piciures of the American
Aviation, the planes in which all bear the
ohsolete insignia of the star in the circle.

Of course, Infanirymen and Artillerymen
eannot be wholly to blame if subconsciously
they look for this rejected insignia, having
had it flashed before their eyes every time
they have picked up such magazines.in a
Y.MC.A. or K. of C. but.

New outfits just arriving from the States

a
which will be ours, too, if we hold true to

their ideals. Prvt. Fraxx DONSHES,
San. Det., FA.

_TO DECIDE A BET

To the Editor of THE STARS AND STRIPES:
To decide 2 bet I would like to have you
answer the following in your next issue: Can
a first lMentenant, who, we will say, is a
commander of a company, take two days’
pay ont of a private’s wages withont either
2 summary or general court martial? A says
no officer can touch a private’s wages without
a court martial. B says it ean be done. We
will suppose said private was AWOL for two
days. Pvt. J. Mamox, A.AA.

{Pay cannot be taken out without the hold-

soldier's consent, in which case, as a disei-
plinary measure, his pay can be forfeited.—
Epiror.] - - :

OFFICERS ONLY

To the Editor of THE STARS AND STRIPES:

A few nights ago I visited one of the cafés
in this city and was informed by the waiter
that it had been rescrved for offcers, As'l
had been in the habit of visiting-this same
café for the last six months or 5o, I was. of
course surprised, especially as I was:in the

.| company of a French family which-included

a ¥rench- officer, . R
Thinking the order' came from' -French

authoritics: and because of the fact that I

was with French people, I was about to leave

without questioniog, when my. friends de
manded the reason and were informed by

ing of a summary court martial or by thel’

.do about geiting us-some pay.

may. where our Aviation is, not recog-
nizing the true American identification mark.

The American cocarde, painted on the
wings, consists, as do all Allied cocardes, of
thrée ecircles—the outer one red, the middle
one blue and the center white.

The French outer circié is red, the middle
is white and the center is blue,

The English outer eircle is blue, the middle
is white and the center is red. ~

The Belgian outer is red, the middle is
vellow and the center is black. °*

The Itaiian outer is red, the middle is white
and the center is green. .

Nothing need be said of - the German
coearde; they all know it.

I have the feeling that if you publish the
substance of this letter, emphasizing our own
insignia, you will not only be deing a service
to the Aviation, but also to those who still
wonder #f we have any planes at the front.

- : Leo A. SMITH,
ist Lt., Alr Service.

FIRST AID SOUGHT

e . e

To the Editor of THE STARS AND STRIPES:
Just a few lines letting you know we are

still alive at Beaufort War Hospital, Fish

Ponds, Bristol, England. We have been here

about two weeks with nary a sign of any pay-

master. 1 wish.you would see, what you can

Since being hero we have been visited by
the Red Cross, who very kindly Bave us a kit
-with the exception of a razor. There also
were some Y.M.C.A. workers here .who gave
us each'e pack of cigareties and some writing
paper.. . )

If we don’t get some money soon we will
lose our rep, gainéd in France, of American
soldier, Dlenty money. Hoping you will help

TWO LEJTERS

To the Editor of THE STARS AND STRIPES:

The drivé for more money which the
Y.M.C.A. proposes to make in the near
future calls for far more definite information
as to what they did with the first subscription
than has yet been made. h

They work under great -difficulties and have
done #-great deal of good, buil the .fact re-
maing that the men as 2 whole feel that their
relatives and friends arc paying a very high
price for it.

To say that they have already sold so many
1 d ds of ci late or ‘so many
milllon sticks of gum means nothing.

If they can scatter broadeast a concise
statement of what. their collections and sales
total, and divide their disbursements into ten
‘or & dozen items, drawing a balance ihat will
show they reed a huhdred million dolars
more, they will stand a far better chante of
getting it than they do now.

. SERGEANT,
To the Editor of THE STARS AND STRIPES:

I thank you for calling my attention to the
enclosed letter addressed to you by Sergeant
. and am glad to profit by your conrtesy
in replying to it through your columns.

The work of the Y.M.C.A. is much mere
extensive than is perhaps generslly appro-
elated by our soldiers in France. The funds
subsceribed are appropriated in the main to
wolrk 1;1 the fo!lm_&rlng flelds:

n Army and Na traini i
Ul%ited'stll\)"tgs. D :‘y raining eawmps in the

n naval bases in the United § 3

With the AE.F, me 4 States

With the A.

With the ABE. d :

§ he AJBF. and with the American N
in the United Kingdom and in :mvall b:ltlscsnovg
the Mediterranean.

In the Toyers du Soldat with the Freunch

Army. .
In the Case di Soldati of the Italian Army.
With the . Armies of our other Allies, come

prising the Serbians, Poles und the Portuguese;
and with the Armies in Greece, In Mesopotamia
and in Palestine.

. Work for the prisoners of war of all nations,
in Switzerland, Germany and elsewhere.

Of the amount available for use in Frande,
a large pereentage has necessarily been loaned
as working capital to earry on the post ex-
change business, This involves a large outlay
in merchandise, to be found under heads as
foliows: K
" ol\i'crclmndise in transit to ports of embarka-
ion.

On docks awaiting shipment.

On the ocean.

On docks at ports of entry.

In reserve stocks in base warchouses,

In transit to the field. .
_In . reserve stocks in divisional and subdivi-
sional warehouses. . . -

In stock on hand in' huts,

.. The interval - elapsing between the fime
when merchandise is bought and paid for in
the United Statcs and the time when those
same goods reach the huts for sale In many
instances extends over & period of several
months, . ,

In addition to this, a large sum is con-
stantly tied up in cash received from sales
of goods during the period while that cash is
%n ihand or in transit to headquarters in

aris.

The working capital thus continuously em-
ployed in the post exchange and which has
been borrowed from the general fund sub-
seribed amounts to ‘upwards eof 75,000,000
franes..

The remaining balance of the subseribed
fund available for use in France has been ex-
pended as follows: .

In the eonstruction and equipment of huts.

In providing motor transport equipment.

In cquipping and maintaining the "Y.ALC.A.
secretaries in the field. . )

In peneral expenses of remt and in mainte-
nance of rented quarters throughout France.

In direct i oy a
;glgn tion, athletic cquipment, educational fa-
mmen:’\_}.
In direct expenses incurred in the operation
leave areas.

In the free distribution of canteen supplies.
In addition to these items should be reck-
oned losses incurred in the operation of the
hotels and restaurants conducted for the mem-
bers of the AE.F, in France. .

As will be seen from the above, work in
France is only a part of the Y.M.C.A's ‘war-
work program. In order, thercfore, 4o get
a comprehensive statement of the expendifures
of the war fund, it {8 necessary to combine
the accounts of the entire chain of Y.M.CA.
war activities,

This can_only be done in Noew York, where
the central 13} office is intained
and where the financial records of the Paris
headquarters- have already been forwarded.
There in New York the firm of Price, Water-

o

gaged in compiling a complete combined state-
ment. This statement it is the intention of
the fi H P in advance
of the campaign. And as soon as it can be
sent to France the Y.M.C.A. in France in-
tends to give it the-widest publieity.

. B, C. Capren,
Chiet Secretary, YM.C.A. with ABET.

*“In accordance with the instructions on pink

us out of our dificuity, we remaln,
C . BroxE IN BLGHTY.

slip 1 have given birth to a daughter of Aprll
20th,” said a’ recent latter from agsoldier’s wife
regarding his sllotment. . -

devotional services and fompfree working -

house & Co., public accountants, is now en- .




